
1. Competition is open to Frederick County School students in grades 6, 7, and 8, who are either home schooled or enrolled in any middle school in the county.

2. Only individuals will be allowed to compete. No groups are eligible.

3. There will be five (5) separate categories of competition: Dance, String (piano, violin, viola, cello, harp and bass), Other Instruments (brass, woodwinds, percussion and guitar), Vocal and Dramatic Monologue. Dance does not include gymnastics or baton twirling.

●All category works performed must be a published work/music, not an original piece written by the student or someone else. 

●Copy of published work/music must be brought to the audition for the judge’s review.

●The presentation used for the audition must be used for the final competition or the contestant will be disqualified.

●Each contestant is responsible for providing musical accompaniment (MP3 or piano) when applicable.  If special equipment is needed to play the music the contestant should provide the required equipment including playback device, connector cables, and speaker for auditions.
●Material chosen must be appropriate for audiences of all ages. Adult content, language or situations are prohibited.
●Material selected must be age appropriate for the student performer.

●The judges are the official identifiers of adult content, language or situations.

●Judge’s decisions are final.

4. Presentations are to be no less than two (2) minutes and no more than four (4) minutes in length.

5. Each contestant may compete in only one category listed in the Final Competition. However, students may audition for two categories. Application must indicate 1st and 2nd choice, when auditioning for more than one category of competition.  When entering more than one category, please put each category on a separate application to ensure accuracy of presentation information.
6. Costumes may or may not be worn by contestants, but these will not be considered in the judging of any performance. Stage props must be kept to a minimum and easily moved.

7. Judging will be by expert, professional instructors and artists in each category.

8. Previous Grand Prize winners are not eligible to enter subsequent competitions.

9.  Individual category prize winners are ineligible to compete in the same category in subsequent competitions; however, they may compete in a different category.
10.  Applications must be postmarked to the address on the application by December 27, 2019
11.  Auditions will be held for each category at Frederick High School, 650 Carroll Parkway, Frederick, MD  21701 on Saturday, January 18, 2020.  Your scheduled time will be sent via e-mail.  No Walk-ins will be allowed on the morning of the auditions.

12.  Four finalists will be chosen from each respective category of competition. The Final Competition will be held on Saturday, Feb. 22, 2020, at Frederick High School, 650 Carroll Parkway, Frederick, MD  21701.  Curtain Time at 2:00 PM.

JUDGING CRITERIA

1. Personal Qualities 

(Appearance, Poise. Personality)
25 pts.
2. Performance 

(Interpretations, Stage Presence, 

Level of Difficulty) 
50 pts.
3. Overall Effectiveness 

(Appeal, Impression, Effect)
25 pts.

Note: One point penalty, for each 15 seconds, or portion thereof, over or under prescribed time limit will be assessed from each judge’s score.
